
Preface to the First Edition

The role of a coroner is unique within the sphere of the British judiciary. This
book focuses on their obligation to investigate violent and unnatural deaths
and is intended to be read primarily by practitioners, whether they are
representing families, individuals or organisations. It was written as a practical
and, we hope, accessible guide to the law, practice and procedure of coroners’
courts. Our aim has been to write a text that not only serves as a reference
point on the law and a guide as to the issues that arise at each stage of the
investigation process, but also one which considers specific types of inquest in
more specialised fields. These practical guides, found at Chapters 13 to 20,
should offer clear guidance to those who are unfamiliar with the particular
sub-speciality, and act as a resource for those who are more experienced.

This book has been produced as a collaborative effort by the authors listed
overleaf. Writing the first edition of any book is a difficult and time-consuming
exercise and we would like to thank them for their contributions and their
patience with us.

When we began to write this book, we could not have predicted the impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic on society and on the courts. Coroners’ courts, in
particular, have come under unprecedented pressure during 2020. Thousands
of families have tragically been bereaved. At the time of writing, it remains to
be seen what role coroners’ courts will take in investigating COVID-related
deaths. We have been able to incorporate the Chief Coroner’s initial guidance
to coroners during the pandemic. We hope that this guidance soon becomes
obsolete.
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